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Christmas Blessings 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) 
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Christmas Gift Service – 11 am Sunday 12th December 
Our Christmas Gift Service will be held at 11 am on Sunday 12th 
December.  Gifts this year will be donated to The Preshal Trust, which 
is a Govan based charity supporting a range of families of all ages who 
have addition problems, mental health issues, disabilities, and anyone 
affected by social exclusion and isolation.  

If you would like to give, your 
gifts should be toys suitable for 
primary aged children and 
above (i.e. aged 5+) and should 
be placed unwrapped in bags 
(or Christmas bags) in the area 
provided before the service. 

(Photo by freestocks on Unsplash.) 

Christmas Carol Service – 7 pm Thursday 23rd December 
This year, we are holding a Christmas Carol 
Service at 7 pm on Thursday 23rd December, 
including carols and music accompanied by a 
visiting organist. There will be a retiring 
collection for Save the Children. 
(Please note that there will be no Christmas Eve 
or Christmas Day services this year.) 
(Photo by David Beale on Unsplash.) 

Communion Service – 11 am Sunday 6th February 
At  our 11 am Sunday Service on 6th February  we plan to celebrate 
Holy Communion. We expect to follow similar arrangements to our 
last Communion, when on entry, each person will receive a 
container with a small piece of bread and a red grape, to be taken 
during the service, when invited to do so by the Minister. Those who 
will be joining live or later online or by phone are invited to have 
their own bread and grape juice or equivalent ready for the service. 



Pastoral Letter 
‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will 
call him Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with us’). Matthew 1:23 

Dear Friends, 

One of the great mysteries and comforts of our faith is that our Lord 
Jesus, God’s Son, knows and understands all that we go through, 
having entered our world to be Immanuel, God with us. 

From the earliest part of His incarnate life with us, 
our Lord experienced the challenges of what it 
means to be human. Even before His birth, He 
went on that long, uncomfortable journey from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem, which would have taken 
about a week to ten days. There would be few 
comforts along the way for Joseph and the heavily 
pregnant Mary. And we know there was no guest 
room waiting for them on their arrival. 

This was all part of a greater upheaval at the time 
due to the Roman Emperor’s decree for a census 
in every land, which required Joseph to have to 
travel with Mary to his home town. 

We have all been on our own journeys over the past year, and with the 
continuing wider upheaval in our world due to the pandemic, and the 
effects of climate change, we may have known our own times of 
discomfort and challenge. And there continues to be challenges and 
uncertainties for many people throughout our world. 

It is reassuring then, that we may know the certainty of God’s love and 
care for us through Jesus. For our Lord not only understands all we go 
through, but is the Rock we may depend on in every time and season. 
And He invites us to know and rely on Him. 

‘Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation comes from him. 
Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I shall 
never be shaken.’ Psalm 62:1-2 



It is not, however, some vague promise our Lord offers to us. Rather 
He offers to come and be God with us by His Spirit today. 

“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that 
person, and they with me.” Revelation 3:20 

If you have never welcomed our Lord Jesus into your life, why not pray 
the following prayer. He came all the way from Heaven to be with you, 
so you may know God’s loving presence with you forever. 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you that you died on the cross for me 
so that I could be forgiven and set free. I’m sorry for the things 
I’ve done wrong in my life. Please forgive me. I choose to turn 
and follow you. I receive the gift of your Holy Spirit to be with 
me forever. Thank you, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

*** 

As we come towards the end of another challenging year, I would like 
to say a huge ‘thank you’ to the many people who have worked so 
hard over the past year during these difficult times, and to everyone 
who has been continuing to support the work of the church in 
whatever way you have been able. Thanks also to Malcolm MacDonald 
for giving me permission to use his picture depicting the nativity on the 
front cover and elsewhere for the church. 

*** 

Rosie and I would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas! 

May you know God’s blessing and peace into the New Year, 

Gavin McFadyen, Minister 

Tree of Remembrance 
There is a ‘Tree of Remembrance’ in the sanctuary ‘prayer area’ near 
the piano. Cards of remembrance and thanksgiving for loved ones 
have been placed there from our recent Service of Remembrance.  

If you wish to add any words of thanks or remembrance for a loved 
one over Advent, cards are available from the door team.  



Notice of Congregational Meeting 
following morning worship on Sunday 23rd January 
to vote on the adoption of the Unitary Constitution 

The Kirk Session has decided to adopt the Unitary Constitution, 
subject to the approval of the Congregation. A Congregational 
Meeting will therefore be called to take place in the church 
sanctuary on Sunday 23rd January 2022 following the 11 am Service. 
Members and adherents are invited to attend this meeting. 
Summary details of the proposals regarding the adoption of the 
Unitary Constitution are given later in this edition of the Contact.  

Monthly Bible Study & Weekly Prayer Meeting 
On the 1st Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pm we 
have our Monthly Bible Study online (using Zoom). 
We are currently following ‘The Prayer Course’, 
which is looking at The Lord’s Prayer, based around 
the book ‘How to pray’ by Pete Greig. The study lasts about an hour, 
followed by a time of prayer, finishing by 9.00 pm. 
Our Weekly Prayer Meeting is online at 7.30 pm on the other 
Tuesdays of the month, finishing by 8.30pm 
If you would like to find out details about how to join online or by 
phone, please contact the church office. All are welcome! 

Ever wanted to explore questions of life and 
faith? Is there more to life than this? Who is 
Jesus? What's prayer all about? These are 
the kind of questions we explore on Alpha. 
A new Alpha course is being planned for 
2022. If you would like to register your 
interest, please phone us or email us at 
alpha@cardonaldparishchurch.org.uk . 



Adoption of the Unitary Constitution 
The Congregation is being asked to vote on the adoption of the Unitary 
Constitution (see earlier notice). To help explain what is involved, here 
is a summary of the proposal document presented to the church’s 
office bearers by the Unitary Constitution Committee. (A copy of the 
proposal document is available on request from the church office.) 

 Under the Unitary Constitution, the Kirk Session becomes 
responsible for all aspects of the life of the congregation, and 
there will no longer be a Congregational Board. 

 The Session can, however, opt to delegate responsibility to any 
number of teams. The number, purpose, membership and 
operation of these teams is decided by the Kirk Session. 

 Teams may consist of any members or adherents of the 
congregation. Non-members may be co-opted onto a team, if it 
is felt their presence may be of benefit to the team. All 
appointments are at the discretion of the Kirk Session 

 Teams must have a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson, at least 
one elder (if not already Chair) and one other member or 
adherent of the congregation. 

 Teams can meet as often as is deemed necessary by team 
members but should meet no less than a minimum number of 
times throughout the year (i.e. once a “season”: a season being 
Summer-Christmas, Christmas-Easter, Easter-Summer). 

 As required, each main team’s chairperson or vice chairperson 
should attend Kirk Session meetings to report on their work. 

 The new teams will initially include those from existing Kirk 
Session and Congregational Board groups, rearranged into the 
new structure. Others from the congregation will be invited to 
participate in the new teams thereafter. 

 The proposed new team structure, consisting of four main 
teams is shown opposite. 

 It is proposed that the Kirk Session Office Bearers shown in the 
diagram be those presently serving, with the present Clerk to 
the Congregational Board serving as Depute Session Clerk. 



  



Harvest Offerings 
The donations made to the above appeal amounted to £3270 including 
gift aid refunds of £510 we will receive from HMRC. 

As agreed by the Board £250 will be sent to each of our three charitiies, 
Lodging House Mission, Church House Bridgeton, and The Well, leaving 
£2520 for Cardonald Parish Church. Our grateful thanks go to all who 
contributed. 

The Finance Team 

Pulpit Falls 
Recently I have noticed that the 
red pulpit and lectern falls are 
beginning to show signs of wear 
and tear. In particular the lectern 
fall is starting to rip just where it 
folds over the edge of the 
lectern. These falls were made 
and donated by Mairi Stevenson when her husband John was minister 
at Cardonald. With this in mind I am wondering if any member (or 
adherent) who is a dab hand with a needle and thread would like to look 
at the falls and possibly have a go at repairing them. 

Anyone interested can examine the falls after the Sunday or Tuesday 
services and can contact me, if interested, via the church office. 

Donald Livingston 

Can you help? 
We are looking for volunteers to deliver the church flowers after Sunday 
Worship approximately once per month.  If you can help to do this on a 
rota basis please speak to either Carol (office email: 
office@cardonaldparishchurch.org.uk) or Linda Allan. 



End of Year Letter – December 2021 
 
It is the time of year again when we look at how our finances have fared over 
the year coming to a close. Unfortunately, the COVID 19 pandemic is still with 
us and this has continued to have an impact on our finances. We have been 
trying to keep the congregation aware of how the finances have been panning 
out over the year, but this letter is an opportunity to look at the year as a 
whole. 
 

A really positive outcome this year has been the offerings from the 
congregation and friends. As at the end of October the offerings stood at 
£68,976 against the 2020 figure of £63,722, a truly outstanding achievement. 
Grateful thanks go to all who have helped – we are aware that members have 
been increasing their standing orders whilst others have been switching to 
standing orders thereby providing us with a steady income. 
The downside to all of this is that income from church organisations and 
commercial hall lets has only recently restarted. This has left a big hole in that 
part of our income, and so our total income to the end of October was better 
than 2020 by £709. In 2020 we had almost the normal January to March 
income from the church organisations and the commercial rents. 
 
On the expenditure side, our figures show that in 2021 we spent some £97,685 
compared to £89,027 in 2020. The 2021 figure increased mostly due to a 
substantial increase in our fabric expenditure during the year. 
 

The overall 2021 situation shows that we spent £18,062 more than we 
received in income to the end of October. This compares with £10,113 in 2020. 
Projecting forward to the end of this year we would expect the deficit to be 
around £21,500. Whilst this is just over £1000 better than the budget for 2021, 
it still means that our reserves will be reduced by this amount. 
 
Whilst this is rather a sobering thought, we would like to end by thanking 
everyone for the very encouraging way that the offerings have increased 
during 2021. Without this effort the deficit may very well have been much 
larger! Thanks and God bless for Christmas and the New Year. 
 
Yours as aye 
Donald Livingston 
Finance Convenor 



 
Recycling   
Would all organisations please ensure 
that the recycling bins are used for any 
plastic bottles, cans etc and that cans 
are emptied prior to being placed into 
the bins.  Please do not put recycling 
items into the general bins as this is 
having to be separated prior to the bins 
being taken out for uplift. 
Carol Reid and Liz Harrison, Hall Lets 

Badminton Group 
The Badminton Club hopes to resume on Wednesday 12th 
January 2022 at 10am - 12 noon. We look forward to seeing 
everyone again and if anyone  is interested in joining us 
please telephone me, Vivien Boyd, via the church office. 

Thank you 
I would like to thank  our Minister,  Rev. Gavin  McFadyen 
and flower  distributor, Linda Allan for  the  lovely flowers I 
received  a few weeks  ago after  my stay in hospital.  Also 
thank-you  to Sheena  and Fergus Stewart  who 
delivered   them  to me. Allan Boyd  

I would  like to thank most sincerely all the many friends 
who kept  me  in their  prayers during  my  recent  operation. 
That, and the many  lovely cards, flowers 
and  good  wishes  received have  been  a  great  comfort 
and  support.  I rejoice and  give  thanks that  I am now 
making  a good  recovery. Eileen Mirtle  



How do you manage dry seasons? 
What is a dry season I hear you ask? 

That’s when you decide to go it alone, in your own strength, you 
stop reading your Bible, you stop coming to church, you stop 
speaking with God in prayer. 

At first, you think you’re ok, everything’s just fine. Then wham, you 
realise it’s just not going ok, you’re sort of loose with your troubles, 
not coping, lonely, and you’ve forgotten where to turn?  

The wonder, friend, is that you have a God waiting for you with 
open arms to come back to him. You can lose your way over and 
over again but he’ll still welcome you home. In fact, he’ll come 
looking for you, read Luke 15: 4-6.  

 “Then Jesus told them this parable: 

4 Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of 
them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country 

and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 

5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 
6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbours 
together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost 

sheep” 

This is what he’ll do for you, his precious child, when you stray. 
Proverbs 3: 5-6 the Message translation says it neatly – 

“Trust God from the bottom of your heart, don’t try to figure 
out everything on your own.  

 Listen for God’s voice in everything you do, everywhere you 
go; he’s the one who’ll keep you on track.” 

Why not speak with him now? He’s listening for you. 

Margaret Gunn 



 



It is good to be back at Guides after the prolonged absence since 
lockdown, and to welcome new girls. We kept in touch by Zoom 
during most of the months we could not meet in person and were 
glad to welcome back  the ‘old timers’  and  new Guides  who 
joined in October, taking our numbers to almost thirty.  

Our first meeting in October was outdoors with a scavenger hunt 
in the area, when the girls had to compare petrol prices, goods in 
shops, as well as finding slogans and signs on the nearby 
buildings. 

In mid October some of the girls enjoyed an afternoon out at 
Craufurdland outdoor centre near Kilmarnock, where they could 
practise their  archery and crate climbing  skills among other 
activities.  Since then, our theme this session has been comparing 
changes over decades, working from the sixties, eventually to the 
present. So far, we had a night of making savoury food hedgehogs, 
in homage to the sixties, embroidering the shape of a Guide tie 
from the seventies as well as looking at the Guide uniform then 
and now. 

As our local charity involvement this year, the Guides and their 
parents have been very generous in supporting the ‘Be Someone’s 
Santa’ project organised by Glasgow Social Services. It is 
humbling and a privilege to be able to share with less fortunate  
children and teenagers in the Glasgow area and to let them know 
that we are thinking of them. 

We wish you all a lovely Christmas and happy New Year. 

Best wishes,   
Morag Gordon 
2nd Cardonald Guides           



The Presbytery of Glasgow – Mission Plan 
Review Update – November 2021 
The Presbytery Mission Plan Resource Group has been 

consulting with congregations across Glasgow on how we can best plan 
ahead to meet the requirements of the Presbytery Mission Plan Act 
(Act VIII 2021). 
We need to prepare for a future in which we will have 84 ministries (a 
combined total of Ministers and Ministry Development Staff) in post, a 
considerable reduction on the present number. 
In August we asked all congregations to complete a detailed survey in 
order to let us see the big picture of how churches are working right 
across the city. We followed this up in October with a series of online 
focus groups which gave congregations an opportunity to tell us about 
their concerns and their priorities. 
It is encouraging to see that overall 96% of churches took part in the 
consultation process and we are very grateful for this. 
The feedback showed that we are all concerned that the process 
should have a focus on Mission and be guided by the Five Marks of 
Mission The consultation looked at seven main themes – Partnership 
and Collaboration; New Ways of Church; Geography; Ministry; 
Buildings; Priority to the Poor; Mission & Outreach. 
It is clear from the responses to the consultation that there are a 
number of issues which you would like to be considered, including – 

 How can churches continue to play an active role in their local 
communities? 

 How can ministry be shared among God’s people? 
 How can we best provide for the poor? 
 How can churches work together to make sure that all areas of 

Glasgow are served? 
 Can training and resources be made available to enable 

churches to find new ways of serving God? 
These questions, and many more , will be addressed by the Plan 
Creation Group which will begin work early in the New Year. 



Congregational Register 
Record of Deaths: 
Jean Gray                                   06.10.21 
Lachlan Watson                        14.10.21 

‘Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.’  
(Psalm 116:15) 

Church Gardens   
I would just like to put on record many thanks to all those unsung 
heroes who continue to faithfully maintain the Church gardens 
through the seasons.  They do so well keeping the plants and flowers 
  looking good and lately filling up bag after bag of fallen leaves.  

   . 
Colossians 3: 24 ....It is the Lord Christ you are serving - and we are all 
enjoying the benefits of your work.  G. Monteith   
 
 

A Christmas Prayer 
By Robert Louis Stevenson 
Loving Father, help us to 
remember the birth of Jesus, that 
we may share in the song of the 
angels, the gladness of the 
shepherds, and the worship of the 
wise men. 
Close the door of hate and open the door of love over the world. Let 
kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to 
be merry with clear hearts. 
May the Christmas morning make us happy to be your children, and 
Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, 
forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 



Services of Worship (In-person/online/by phone) 
We are open for regular worship in our church building for 11 am 
Sunday services and 10 am Tuesday informal services. Safety 
guidelines for attending are on the church website. 

Special services to note: 
 12th December: 11.00 am Christmas Gift Service (see inside) 
 19th December: 11.00 am Sunday Service (4th in Advent) 
 23rd December: 7.00 pm Christmas Carol Service (see inside) 
 26th December: 11.00 am Sunday Service (1st after Christmas) 
 23rd January: 11.00 am Sunday Service followed by a 

Congregational Meeting on Unitary Constitution (see inside) 
 6th February: 11.00 am Sunday Communion Service 

Please note: due to Christmas Day falling on a Saturday this year, and 
the current Covid-19 cleaning requirements between services, the Kirk 
Session decided to have a Carol Service on the 23rd December instead 
of a Christmas Eve Service, and not to have a Christmas Day Service. 

The Sunday morning services are available to view live or later via 
YouTube. An audio recording of the Sunday morning service will 
usually be available to listen to online and by phone by around 5pm on 
the same day (apart from on Sundays when the Minister is on leave). 

Service live stream / video recording link details are available at: 
www.cardonaldparishchurch.org.uk/online-services-watch-a-service  

Service audio recordings are available at: 
www.cardonaldparishchurch.org.uk/online-services-listen-to-a-service   

and by phone at: 0141 465 5553 (Glasgow phone charges apply). 

Church Office 
Our Church Secretary, Carol, is working from home and can be 
contacted via the church office email. Phone messages can also be left 
on the church office phone and will be picked up remotely by her. 

Church Office Email:  office@cardonaldparishchurch.org.uk 
Church Office Phone: 0141 882 6264 


