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Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
2 Corinthians 9:15

Pastoral Letter
Dear Friends,
As we approach Christmas and
get ready to celebrate the gift of
our Saviour, Jesus Christ –
God’s words through the
prophet Isaiah are as powerful
today as they were when first
given centuries ago:
“The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a
light has dawned.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will
be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of
his government and peace there will be no end.” (Isaiah 9:2,6-7a)
In this most challenging of years, the truth that God still comes into our
darkness to bring the Light of His Loving Presence, is a real message of
hope and peace for us all.
While we may not be able to meet up in the ways we would have liked,
we can know the joy of our Lord Jesus, who promises to be with us
always by His Spirit. So, let’s invite Him to shine His Light in us, to
dispel our darkness and light our path, as we walk by faith with Him.
***
I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge ‘thank you’ to the
many people who have worked so hard over the past year during these
difficult times, and to everyone who has been continuing to support
the work of the church in whatever way you have been able.
Rosie and I would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas!
May you know God’s blessing and peace into the New Year,
Gavin McFadyen, Minister

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16
Can we even imagine the joy that God feels, after he has given us his
most precious gift, his son, and we accept him into our hearts?
It is vital to remember that we don’t earn this gift.
We don’t just get it if we are good, we don’t just get it if we try really
hard to live a godly life, we don’t just get it if we read our Bible every
day, nor do we get it if we give loads to the poor and feed the hungry –
it’s not a payment for good deeds.
Let’s read the amazing verses from Ephesians 2: 8-10:
“8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God – 9 not by works, so that no one can
boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
God simply wants us to have it. He gave us Jesus as a babe whose birth
we are celebrating now.
With him he sends his peace – that’s not just “no conflict” peace, but it’s
like having God’s approval on how you’re doing. That’s a feeling that
God wants you to have all the time – Peace.
“For I am convinced that there is nothing in death or life, in the realm of
spirits or superhuman powers, in the world as it is or the world as it shall
be, in the forces of the universe, in heights, or depths – nothing in all
creation that can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” Romans 8:32
That is an awesome gift from an awesome God!!
Are you not thankful for this Gift? Speak with him, thank him. Is this not
something to share – so let’s not be getting stressed by the hullabaloo
out there, let’s not criticise it, instead let’s share this gift – tell people
what we are celebrating at Christmas.
Margaret Gunn
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Dear Friends,
It is the time of year again when we look at how our finances have fared over
the year coming to a close. As people say, this has been a year like no other
and the detail of our finances certainly reflect this.
Income is down but so is our expenditure. The income was affected by the loss
of our hall lets and with the initial loss of some of our offerings with services
being put on hold. This situation has improved with the recent facility to have
Carol uplift offering envelopes from members’ homes, with an offerings plate
being available at the resumed Tuesday services and with more members
switching to standing orders. All of these initiatives have been very welcome.
On the expenditure side heat and light costs, ongoing fabric repair costs and
salary costs are all under budget.
Given these pluses and minuses we are hoping to get to the end of the year
showing a deficit not too much greater than the amount of £20,400 assumed
in the 2020 budget. This will still be a sizeable deficit, but given the problems
and uncertainties since the end of March a remarkable achievement.
May I take this opportunity, on behalf of the Congregational Board, to thank
our members and adherents for all their efforts to continue to make their
offerings to the church. Let us hope and pray that 2021 will in due course
return to more normal times.
Yours as aye
Donald Livingston
Finance Convenor

Minister: Rev Gavin McFadyen
Scottish Charity No SC010265

Note on Use of 2020 FWO Envelopes
A major renumbering of the pink FWO envelopes has taken place for
2021. You will therefore find that the envelopes you have received are
numbered differently from 2020.
So that the records are correct
when being prepared for the
HMRC refund it would be very
useful for us if, as far as possible,
offerings placed in 2020 envelopes
are made before the end of 2020.
Alternatively, there would be no
problems for us if offerings which
are outstanding at the end of 2020
are placed in 2021 envelopes.
In short, the request is that, come 2021, only 2021 envelopes are used.
Donald Livingston

Introducing AmazonSmile
Dear Friends,
At the latest meeting of the Kirk
Session, which was held via our
now normal virtual platform of
Zoom, the Session agreed as a
Congregation we should sign up
to
a
programme
called
AmazonSmile. This is a way in
which we as a Congregation can raise funds for our Church with little
effort on our behalf. The programme is a way in which Amazon (the
online shopping outlet) gives funds back to the Community.

In another role with another Charitable body, The Claremont Trust, I was
approached by AmazonSmile to participate in their community giveback
programme. I have since discovered that you don’t need to wait for
Amazon to contact your charity, you can make contact with
AmazonSmile yourself and sign up your own charity. You, of course,
need to be a charity properly registered with OSCR, the charity regulator
and adhere to their guidance and regulations. This, of course, means
that Cardonald Parish Church can get involved.
The process is simple and there is no cost to either the Church or to you
if you are an Amazon shopper. Amazon will gift a small percentage of
the cost of your shopping to the Charity you have chosen, around 0.5%
of the cost of your order. While not a fortune it will definitely assist our
funds and is a new few found source of income.
So, what do you have to do? Once we have gone through the sign up
process (this is being done by the Finance team) we will be able to
circulate a link to the AmazonSmile webpage and if you have an Amazon
account simply follow the link and sign into your account via
AmazonSmile and every time you shop it should automatically take you
to this site (please check this is happening before you make any
purchases) and a donation will be made to Cardonald Parish Church.
We are aware that a number of other Churches and Bible groups use
this as a means of funding and find it very rewarding. Of course, we
know that not everyone will use Amazon and that some people do not
like the online retailer for a variety of reasons.
However, if you do use Amazon then, when the link comes via the
weekly newsletter from the Church, do please sign up to AmazonSmile
and help us raise much needed additional funds for your Church.
I’m happy to answer any question that you might have and can be
contacted via my email or you can find my home phone number in the
Contact Directory.
Thank you.
Norrie Kerr

The
Three
Trees
Once upon a time three little trees stood and dreamed of what they wanted
to be when they grew up.




The first little tree looked up at the stars and said: " I want to hold
treasure. I'll be the most beautiful treasure chest in the world!"
The second little tree looked out at the stream trickling by on its way
to the ocean. "I'll be the strongest ship sailing on the oceans, carrying
a mighty king.
The third little tree looked down into the valley below at a busy town.
I don't want to leave the mountain top at all. I want to grow so tall
that when people stop to look at me, they'll raise their eyes to heaven
and think of God.

Years passed and the wee trees grew tall. One day three wood cutters
climbed the mountain.





The first wood cutter looked at the first tree and said, "This tree is
beautiful. It is perfect for me." He chopped it down and the wee tree
thought "Now I shall make a beautiful chest. I shall hold wonderful
treasure!"
The second wood cutter looked at the second tree and said, "This tree
is strong. It's perfect for me." He chopped it down and that wee tree
thought "Now I shall be a strong ship for a mighty king!"
The third tree felt its heart sink when the last wood cutter looked its
way. It stood straight and tall and pointed bravely to heaven.

But the wood cutter never even looked up. "Any kind of tree will do for
me." And he chopped it down.


The first tree rejoiced when the wood cutter brought it to a carpenter's
shop. But there it was made into a feed box for animals, not covered
with gold, but filled with hay for hungry farm animals.




The second tree smiled when the wood cutter took it to a shipyard,
where it became a simple fishing boat. Too small to sail an ocean, but
on a little lake.
The third tree was really muddled when the wood cutter cut it into
strong beams and left it in the woodyard. " All I ever wanted was to
stay on the mountain top and point to God." it said.

Many days and nights passed. The three trees nearly forgot their dreams.
But one night, a young woman placed her new-born baby in the feed box.
"I wish I could make a cradle for him," her husband whispered. The
mother smiled and said "This manger is beautiful." And the first tree
knew it was holding the greatest treasure in the world.
One evening a tired traveller and his friends crowded into the old fishing
boat. The traveller fell asleep as the wee boat quietly sailed out into the
lake. Soon a thrashing storm arose. The little tree shuddered. It knew it
did not have the strength to carry so many passengers safely through the
wind and the rain. The tired man awoke. He stood up, stretched out his
hand, and said, "Peace." The storm stopped as quickly as it had begun.
And so the second tree knew he was carrying the king of heaven and
earth. One Friday morning, the third tree got a fright when its beams
were yanked from the forgotten wood pile. It was carried through an
angry jeering crowd. and shuddered when soldiers nailed a man's hands
onto it. He felt ugly and harsh and cruel.
But on Sunday morning, when the sun rose and the earth trembled with
joy beneath it, the third tree knew that God's love had changed
everything. And every time people thought of the third tree, they would
think of God.
That’s only a story about the life of 3 wee trees – they had big dreams,
but God had bigger plans for them. – and friends, the next time you feel
down because things are not going the way you’d hoped, sit tight and
wait knowing that God is thinking of something far better to give you.
11

For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12
Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to
you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your
heart.” Jeremiah 29:11-13
Margaret Gunn

Christmas Gift Service
As we will not be holding our normal Gift Service this Christmas,
members may wish to donate directly to the Children’s Hospices Across
Scotland (CHAS) by sending a cheque made out to that charity or by
donating online.
Contact details are www.chas.org.uk/donate for online donations.
By post, the address is: Children’s Hospices Across Scotland, Canal Court,
42 Craiglockhart Avenue, Edinburgh, EH14 1LT
Mr Fergus Stewart, Session Clerk

Baby Blanket Project
Dear Knitters,
Thank you so much for all your
wonderful work. You will be
pleased to know that 173
beautiful blankets were safely
handed over to the QEUH
Maternity Unit on 12th November. The staff were delighted to get
them. They said (and I quote) they were "desperate for them"! It's
nice to know that all the hard work is both needed and appreciated.
What next? I am "desperate " for an idea for our next project.
Suggestions to me please.
We know Christmas will be different this year - but it is still
CHRISTMAS and is as meaningful and wonderful as ever.
May we all know God's loving presence, peace and blessing as we
rejoice and celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.
With warm wishes to you all,
Eileen Mirtle

Christmas & New Year Services
In the Church Sanctuary









Every week – 10.00 am Tuesday Service
13th December – 11.00 am Sunday Advent Service
20th December – 11.00 am Sunday Advent Service
20th December – 12.15 am Sacrament of Baptism
25th December – 10.30 am Christmas Day Service
27th December – NO SERVICE IN CHURCH BUILDING
3rd January – 11.00 am Sunday New Year Service
10th, 17th, 24th, 31st January – 11.00 am Sunday Service

Sunday 27th December

Please note that on Sunday 27th December, there will be no
service in the church sanctuary. Instead, a pre-recorded
service will be made available online and by phone by 8 am.

7.00 pm Christmas Eve Service by Zoom

This year, we are having our Christmas Eve Service with
Carols and the Christmas Story on Zoom. This can be joined
using the Internet or any phone, in the same way as we
currently use for our Prayer, Kirk Session and Congregational
Board meetings. The Zoom meeting codes will be given by
the weekly email. For those not on email, please phone the
church office. Zoom meeting instructions can be found at:
www.cardonaldparishchurch.org.uk/what-s-on-prayer-and-bible-study

Please join anytime from 6.45 pm to say hello, before we
begin at 7 pm. Family and friends are very welcome. We only
ask that the Zoom meeting codes are not shared publicly.

Services of Worship in the Church Building




Dates and times of services of worship are given inside.
To attend any service in the church building, registration via the
Church Office is required each week by phone or email (see below).
Before attending a service, please read the guidelines which were
in the November edition of Contact and are also available on the
Church Website homepage link for the Guidelines . Thank you.

Services of Worship Online and by Phone








Live streaming of the 11 am Sunday services is coming to the
Church Website, Facebook Page and YouTube Channel:
www.cardonaldparishchurch.org.uk/online-services-watch-a-service

www.facebook.com/cardonaldparishchurch.org.uk
www.youtube.com/channel/UCRr-cEasQACO_VU3PwemcJw
Audio recordings (podcasts) of the 11 am Sunday services will
normally be available later on Sundays online and by phone at:
www.cardonaldparishchurch.org.uk/online-services-listen-to-a-service

0141 465 5553 (Glasgow phone charges apply)

Church Office

Our Church Secretary, Carol, is working from home and can be
contacted via the church office email. Phone messages can also be left
on the church office phone and will be picked up remotely by her.
Church Office Email: office@cardonaldparishchurch.org.uk
Church Office Phone: 0141 882 6264

